RIALTO USD CELEBRATES DRAMATIC GAINS *
TOWARD 3RD GRADE READING PROFICIENCY* >4
ON THEIR CAASPP STATE TEST

With 85% of students qualifying for Free and Reduced Lunch and over 93% minority students, Rialto USD
presented Superintendent, Dr. Avila, with an exciting opportunity to make a difference when he began to

lead the District in July of 2015. He worked with all stakeholders, especially teachers, to have all students
reading proficiently by 3rd grade, but he recognized that teachers could not achieve this goal alone.
Through a unique partnership with Footsteps2Brilliance, the District launched “Literacy, the Bridge to
Success!” a citywide bilingual early literacy initiative that enriches classrooms and engages families by
leveraging the smartphones and devices parents already own.

After only 18 months of sound classroom instruction and parental support, the District reports an
11% increase in the number of students scoring proficient on California’s 3rd Grade ELA

test when students use Footsteps2Brilliance for 23+ minutes per week. Also, by
partnering with Footsteps2Brilliance to create a citywide literacy initiative, the

District is able to provide families with comprehensive bilingual apps to help

improve reading for children of all ages, including those not yet enrolled in school.

This partnership is proactively changing the trajectory for future generations of

Rialto USD students.
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