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FAMILY ENGAGEMENT TOOLS FOR EVERYDAY LITERACY

Families Need Tools, Not More Pressure

A practical toolkit for helping families build readiness and reading success every day

Family engagement works best when it moves beyond reminders, newsletters, and occasional events. Families want to help
children learn. They need simple, accessible tools that show them what to do, why it matters, and how to build literacy in
real life.

Core idea

Family engagement should be capacity-building: practical resources families can use in everyday moments to build language,
readiness, and early reading success.

Why this matters now

Readiness gaps often show up at school, but they begin before school. Children build the foundation for reading through
conversations, songs, stories, vocabulary, routines, movement, relationships, and repeated exposure to books and language.
Districts need family engagement tools that help those experiences happen more often - before kindergarten and
throughout the early grades.

Traditional family engagement Capacity-building family engagement

Sends information home Gives families tools they can use

Depends on meetings and events Supports learning anytime, anywhere
Starts when children enroll Starts before kindergarten

Measures attendance Measures engagement, usage, and progress
Stands apart from instruction Connects home practice to literacy goals

Leadership takeaway

When families receive practical tools instead of general encouragement, engagement becomes part of the literacy infrastructure.
More children get more opportunities to hear language, practice skills, and build confidence before gaps become harder to close.

FOOTSTEPS /
BRILLIANCE

Start Early. Connect Everything. Prove the Impact.
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TOOLS FAMILIES CAN USE EVERY DAY

A Family Experience That Fits Real Life

Districts need tools that are easy for families to access, joyful for children to use, and connected to readiness and reading

goals. The strongest family engagement resources help caregivers turn ordinary routines into meaningful learning
moments.

Anytime access Books, songs, and stories Everyday literacy activities
* Mobile-friendly learning
* Home access for families
® School-to-home continuity

¢ Bilingual English/Spanish support

® Interactive books
® Songs and rhymes
® Read-aloud support

® Book-connected activities
e Off-device learning prompts
* Language, thinking, movement, and feelings

® Vocabulary-building experiences activities
® Family-friendly explanations of why each
activity matters
Practice connected to school Progress families can celebrate Visibility leaders can use

¢ Foundational literacy games ® Books read ® School and district dashboards
® Phonics and vocabulary practice ® Words read ® Usage by school, classroom, grade, and
® Writing and create-a-book experiences

community
* Comprehension activities * Family engagement data
* Implementation progress

* Time spent learning
e Activity completion and skill growth

Everyday literacy moments

Families can build readiness through small moments: talking during meals, singing in the car, reading before bed, naming objects

at the store, telling stories about the day, or revisiting a favorite book together. The right tools make those moments easier to start
and easier to repeat.

Best use for this toolkit

Use this download to help district leaders see that family engagement is not a side activity. It can be a measurable, bilingual,
districtwide readiness strategy.
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READY-TO-USE OUTREACH SAMPLES
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Start the Year with Families Connected

Families are more likely to engage when the invitation is simple, warm, and specific. Use these sample messages to
introduce everyday literacy tools during back-to-school, family nights, kindergarten transition, or early literacy campaigns.

Outreach use

Sample message

Text message

Newsletter blurb

Social post

Parent night talking point

Launch checklist

[J Identify target family groups and access points
[J Send weekly literacy prompts

[ Celebrate participation and progress

Help your child build language and reading skills in everyday
moments. This week, choose one book, song, or activity to enjoy
together for 10 minutes. Small moments add up!

Reading success starts long before a child reads independently.
Families can support readiness by talking, singing, reading, naming
objects, telling stories, and practicing early literacy skills together.
We are sharing simple tools families can use anytime, anywhere.

Families are children's first literacy teachers. A bedtime story, a
song in the car, a conversation at dinner, or a shared book can help
build the foundation for reading success.

Our goal is not to give families one more thing to manage. Our goal
is to make literacy feel doable in daily life - with tools that help
children build language, confidence, and early reading skills.

[J Share simple login/access directions
[J Monitor usage and family engagement

[J Connect family engagement to readiness and K-3 literacy goals

A strong family engagement strategy gives caregivers a clear invitation, simple tools, and a way to celebrate progress. When families are
connected early, children have more chances to build the skills that support readiness and reading success.

Ready to turn family engagement into a readiness strategy?

Schedule a Family Engagement Walkthrough

Email: support@footsteps2brilliance.com
Schedule a Chat: https://www.footsteps2brilliance.com/lets-talk/new-customer
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